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Biological Diversity 
 

Investigations Activity Title Page Ref. 
    
Skill Practice  Exploring Wolf Population Trends 6 
 
1.0 Biological Diversity is Reflected in the Variety of Life on the Earth 
 
Give It A Try  Trekking Through Alberta’s Landscape 10 
Skill Practice  Representing Data 13 
Problem Solving A-1 Representing Biological Diversity 14 
QuickLAB  Searching for Symbiosis 18 
Skill Practice  Measuring Variation in the Human Hand 21 
Inquiry A-2 Protective Coloration and Survival 22-23 
 
2.0 As Species Reproduce, Characteristics are passed from parents to offspring 
 
Give It A Try  Observing Variation in Human Characteristics 27 
Give It A Try  Is It Discrete or Continuous? 29 
Skill Practice  Representing Asexual Reproduction 31 
Inquiry A-3 Investigating Flower Reproductive Structures 34 
 
3.0 DNA is the inherited material responsible for variation 
 
Give It A Try  Superdogs 39 
Decision Making A-4 Useful Genes? 42 
Problem Solving A-5 Showing The Relationships 44 
Give It A Try  Who Has What Number? 48 
Give It A Try  Exploring Genetic Possibilities 52 
 
4.0 Human Activity Affects Biological Diversity 
 
Give It A Try  Choices In Our World 57 
Decision Making A-6 Balancing Act 63 
Experiment on your Own A-7 Changes in Biological Diversity 64 
Decision Making A-8 Salmon Fishing and Variability 70 
Decision Making A-9 Saving The Whooping Crane 77 
Give It A Try  Do You Affect Biological Diversity? 78 
    
Science World  
Case Study Issue  Zoos and Biological Diversity 81 
    

Project 
End of Unit Project Maintaining Local Biological Diversity 82-83 
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